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ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO:
P.O. BOX 1460 

ALHAMBRA, CALIFORNIA 91802-1460 
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REFER TO FILE: EP-4 

May 12, 2005 
 
 
 
The Honorable Board of Supervisors 
County of Los Angeles 
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Dear Supervisors: 
 
ANNUAL GARBAGE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL SERVICE FEE 
WALNUT PARK GARBAGE DISPOSAL DISTRICT 
SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 1  
4 VOTES AT HEARING 
 
IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD AFTER THE PUBLIC HEARING: 
 

1. Find that the adoption of the enclosed Report and proposed ordinance is 
for the purpose of meeting operating expenses and, therefore, is exempt 
from the California Environmental Quality Act pursuant to 
Section 21080(b)8 of the Public Resources Code. 

 
2. Adopt the Annual Garbage Collection and Disposal Service Fee Report, 

Fiscal Year 2005-06, for the Walnut Park Garbage Disposal District 
(Enclosure A), and introduce, waive reading, and adopt the proposed 
ordinance amending Chapter 20.90 of the Los Angeles County Code to 
increase the Annual Garbage Collection and Disposal Service Fee for the 
Walnut Park Garbage Disposal District and providing for such fee to be 
collected on the tax roll (Enclosure C), if there is no majority protest by a 
two-thirds majority. 
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PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDATION 
 
In September 1980, your Board adopted several ordinances establishing service fees to 
supplement property taxes to provide for refuse collection and disposal services in 
various Garbage Disposal Districts in the County of Los Angeles, including the Walnut 
Park Garbage Disposal District.   
 
Currently, each parcel of real property within the Walnut Park Garbage Disposal District 
is assessed an annual service fee based on the number of refuse units.  The number of 
refuse units assigned to each parcel of real property is based on the current property 
use classification derived from the County Assessor’s tax roll.  The number of units per 
parcel varies from one-half unit for a vacant parcel to 18 units for a community shopping 
center.  A parcel containing a single-family residential unit has been assigned one 
refuse unit.  Based on this formula, each single-family residence is currently charged 
$80 per year in the Walnut Park Garbage Disposal District.  Multi-family residential and 
certain commercial and industrial parcels are assessed higher amounts based on their 
current property use classification. 
 
The current annual service fee for the Walnut Park Garbage Disposal District has been 
in effect since July 1995.  The estimated revenues from the service fee at the current 
rate, together with projected property tax revenues, will not be sufficient to finance the 
District’s new five-year contract for refuse, recyclable material, and green waste 
collection services due to the following: 
 

 a) In an effort to improve the current services provided in the Walnut Park 
Garbage Disposal District and to further enhance waste reduction efforts 
as mandated by State law, commencing July 1, 2005, the District will 
employ a new collection mechanism where all garbage, recyclable 
material, and green waste will be collected separately through mechanical 
means known as “automated collection” as opposed to the current 
“manual” operation.  The switch to automated collection is for the 
purposes of: 1) providing more effective and quality services to the 
District’s residents; 2) anticipated increase in the District’s diversion rate 
as residents would be more conscientious about placing their refuse, 
recyclable material, and green waste in the respective containers for 
collection; and 3) enhanced services which include electronic waste 
collection, extra green waste recycling collection, and dumpster services 
to businesses and multi-family residences.  However, since specially 
designed vehicles and containers must be used for automated collection 
services, the cost for such services is higher than the cost for manual 
collection.  Additionally, the refuse collection industry has experienced an 
increase in its operating costs since commencement of the District’s 
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current contract, due to inflation, escalation in disposal fees at the landfills, 
increases in fuel costs, compliance with Rule 1193, Clean On-road 
Residential and Commercial Refuse Collection Vehicles, promulgated by 
the South Coast Air Quality Management District, compliance with Title 13 
of the California Code of Regulations, Division 3, Chapter 1, Article 4, 
Section 2020 et seq., Diesel Particulate Matter Control Measures 
promulgated by the California Air Resources Board, and labor 
negotiations.  As a result, the lowest responsible bid for automated 
collection for the Walnut Park Garbage Disposal District’s upcoming five-
year contract is more than 100 percent higher than the annual cost of the 
existing contract. 

 
 b) The Walnut Park Garbage Disposal District has used a combination of 

service fee revenues, property taxes, and reserves to fund its operations.  
The District’s reserves have allowed the District to maintain its service fee 
at the current rate for the last 10 years, which is approximately 50 percent 
of the average residential cost throughout the County of Los Angeles.  
Now the depleting reserves necessitate an increase in the service fees to 
offset the District’s rising operational costs. 

 
Based on the above, it is recommended that the current annual service fee be 
increased to $215 per refuse unit ($18 per refuse unit per month) in the Walnut Park 
Garbage Disposal District beginning in Fiscal Year 2005-06.  Despite the increase, this 
rate is comparable to the average residential rate among cities and communities 
providing similar services throughout the County of Los Angeles.  It is essential that the 
operation of the refuse collection and disposal services within the Walnut Park Garbage 
Disposal District be continued without interruption and at a reasonable cost to protect 
the environment and health and safety of the District’s residents and the general public. 
 
The collection of the service fee on the tax roll remains the most cost-effective 
mechanism for the billing and accounting of the fee. 
 
Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals 
 
This action is consistent with the County’s Strategic Plan Goal of Fiscal Responsibility 
as the proposed service fee will provide sufficient funds to continue the refuse collection 
and disposal services within the Walnut Park Garbage Disposal District without 
interruption.  It also satisfies the goal of Service Excellence since providing continuous, 
automated refuse collection and disposal services to residents and business 
establishments within the Walnut Park Garbage Disposal District improves the quality of 
life and protects the public health and safety in the District. 
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FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING 
 
There will be no impact to the County General Fund. 
 
FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
New or increased fees for refuse collection services may be imposed by ordinance 
approved by a two-thirds vote of your Board.  In addition, an ordinance or resolution 
approved by a two-thirds vote is required to have the approved fees collected on the tax 
roll (Sections 5471 and 5473 of the Health and Safety Code).  The proposed ordinance 
(Enclosure C) has been reviewed and approved as to form by County Counsel. 
 
Article XIIID, Section 6, of the California Constitution requires that a written notice be 
provided to the record owner of all identified parcels of property within the Walnut Park 
Garbage Disposal District by U.S. mail of the amount of the proposed Annual Garbage 
Collection and Disposal Service Fee imposed upon each parcel; the basis upon which 
the amount of the service fee was calculated; the reason for the service fee; and the 
date, time, and location of a public hearing on the proposed service fee.  The public 
hearing is to be conducted not less than 45 days from the date of the notification.  The 
imposition of a service fee for refuse collection services is exempt from voter approval. 
 
Pursuant to Section 5473 of the Health and Safety Code, a report entitled Annual 
Garbage Collection and Disposal Service Fee Report, Fiscal Year 2005-06, for the 
Walnut Park Garbage Disposal District (Enclosure A) has been prepared and filed with 
the Executive Officer-Clerk of the Board of Supervisors.  The Report contains a 
description of each parcel receiving refuse collection service and the amount of the fee 
for each parcel for the year, computed in conformity with the fee prescribed by the 
proposed ordinance.  Section 5473.1 of the Health and Safety Code requires that notice 
of the filing of this Report and of a time and place of hearing thereon be published once 
a week for two successive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation pursuant to 
Section 6066 of the Government Code (Enclosure B) and mailed to the owners of all 
parcels described in the Report. 
 
At the hearing, your Board shall hear and consider all protests to the Report or against 
the proposed service fee.  If the Board finds that protests to the Report are made by the 
owners of a majority of parcels described in the Report, the Report shall not be adopted 
and the fee, if approved, shall be collected separately from the tax roll.  If written 
protests against the fee are presented by a majority of owners of the identified parcels, 
the fee shall not be imposed. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION 
 
Adoption of the enclosed Report and of the proposed ordinance to increase the 
Garbage Collection and Disposal Service Fee for the Walnut Park Garbage Disposal 
District and to provide for the collection of the fee on the tax roll is for the purpose of 
meeting operating expenses and, therefore, is exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act pursuant to Section 21080(b)8 of the Public Resources 
Code. 
 
IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES 
 
The collection of the service fee on the tax roll will allow the Walnut Park Garbage 
Disposal District to provide enhanced refuse collection and disposal and material and 
green waste recycling services to all residential, commercial, and industrial customers. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Upon approval, please return two approved copies of this letter and Report to Public 
Works.  In addition, please file a copy of the Report with the Auditor-Controller on or 
before August 10, 2005. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
DONALD L. WOLFE 
Acting Director of Public Works 
 
VM:sm 
P:\sec\anlrpt06wpRpt 
 
Enc. 
 
cc: Chief Administrative Office 
 County Counsel 
 Auditor-Controller 































INSTRUCTION SHEET FOR PUBLISHING 
LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS 
 
TO: Executive Officer 
 Board of Supervisors 
 County of Los Angeles 
 
FROM: Department of Public Works 
 Environmental Programs Division 
 
NOTICE OF HEARING 
ANNUAL GARBAGE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL SERVICE FEES REPORT 
FISCAL YEAR 2005-06 
WALNUT PARK GARBAGE DISPOSAL DISTRICT 
 
Publishing 
 
In accordance with Section 5473.1 of the California Health and Safety Code and 
Section 6066 of the California Government Code, the Executive Officer-Clerk of the 
Board shall publish notice of the filing of the Annual Garbage Collection and Disposal 
Service Fees Report, Fiscal Year 2005-06, for the above-referenced Garbage Disposal 
District and of a time and place of a hearing on the Report.  Publication of the notice 
shall be once a week for two successive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation 
printed and published once a week, or more often, with at least five days intervening 
between the respective publication dates, not counting such publication dates.  The 
period of notice commences upon the first day of publication and terminates at the end 
of the 14th day, including therein the first day. 
 
Forward ten reprints of the advertisement to the County of Los Angeles Department of 
Public Works, Environmental Programs Division, P.O. Box 1460, Alhambra, California 
91802-1460. 
 
Should there be any questions regarding this matter, please contact Fred M. Rubin of 
this office, at (626) 458-3500, Monday through Thursday, 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
 
VM:sm 
P:\sec\anlrpt06wpEncB 
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AMENDED TITLE 20 ORDINANCE
LOS ANGELES COUNTY CODE

WALNUT PARK GARBAGE DISPOSAL DISTRICT

ENCLOSURE C



ANAL YSIS

This ordinance amends Title 20 - Utilities of the Los Angeles County Code to

increase the annual garbage collection and disposal service fee on each parcel of real

property within the Walnut Park Garbage Disposal District. The ordinance further

provides for the continued collection of the fee on the tax rolL.

RAYMOND G. FORTNER, JR.
County Counsel

By ~lP C? (£~
J ITH A. FRIES

rincipal Deputy County Counsel
Public Works Division

JAF:gjh

5/12/05 (requested)

5/13/05 (revised)
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ORDINANCE NO.

An ordinance amending Title 20 - Utilities of the Los Angeles County Code to

increase the annual garbage collection and disposal service fee for the Walnut Park

Garbage Disposal District, and providing for the collection of such fee on the tax roll.

The Board of Supervisors of the County of Los Angeles ordains as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 20.90.630 is hereby amended to read as follows:

20.90.630 Service fees.

A. An annual garbage collection and disposal service fee is levied upon

parcels of real property in the District for the services provided by the District.

B. The amount of the fee for each parcel shall be computed by multiplying

the refuse unit fee bv the number of refuse units assigned to the property use

classification of the parcel as shown in Table 1, codified in Section 20.90.650. The

refuse unit fee is $00215.00 per unit. beqinninq with the 2005-06 fiscal year.

C. This fee shall be in addition to any ad valorem taxes levied on such

property. The current property use classification and the refuse units assigned to each

property use are as set forth in Table 1.

SECTION 2. The annual garbage collection and disposal service fee for the

Walnut Park Garbage Disposal District shall be collected for each fiscal year on the tax

roil at the same time and in the same manner as the general taxes of the county of

Los Angeles, as provided in Section 20.90.640 of the Los Angeles County Code.

(JFCC)
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